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Introduction — Why This Book and Why Now?

“Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and
sisters, we don’t really need to write you. For you know quite well that the
day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-2, NLT)

The world feels like it’s unraveling.

Some mornings, it’s all you can do to breathe before the flood of headlines begins — wars
and rumors of wars, ecosystems collapsing, economies buckling, hatred spewing from
every direction. The weight isn't just global — it's personal. You feel it in your relationships.
In your spirit. In your nervous system.

You’re not crazy. You’re not weak. You’re not alone.
You’re a believer — but you’re beleaguered.

Maybe you’ve tried to stay grounded, tried to keep your eyes on Jesus. But the noise is
deafening. The division is exhausting. And the predictions? They’re everywhere. One voice
swears we’re living in the Tribulation. Another insists it already happened. Some cry
rapture. Others say “Kingdom Now.” Most just argue — loudly.

But the deeper question isn’t when Christ will return. It’s how we are to live while we wait.
Few topics ignite more debate, fear, and speculation among Christians than the end times:
e Bookshelves overflow with predictions and timelines.
o Television preachers declare dates.
e Scholars divide into camps.

Many believers are either obsessed with knowing every detail — or overwhelmed and
unsure who to trust.

And yet, despite all the charts and arguments, Paul’s ancient words still ring true: “We don’t
really need to write you.” Because while much remains mysterious, the call to endurance
remains clear.

This book is not written to settle debates, but to help believers prepare hearts — not
calendars — for what Jesus said would come.
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Even among faithful, Christ-loving scholars, interpretations vary widely. Pre-Trib. Post-Trib.
Amillennial. Preterist. Symbolic. Literal. The sheer volume of debate can paralyze even the
most studious heart.

But here’s the truth:

“Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror.”
(1 Corinthians 13:12, NLT)

We are not called to figure it all out. We are called to follow Christ through it all.
This book is not a prophecy chart. It’s a survival guide for your soul.

It’s for believers who feel disoriented in a disintegrating world. For those struggling to hold
onto peace, clarity, and courage when the foundations shake. For those who still trust
Jesus but don’t quite know where to stand anymore.

Here’s what this book offers you:
e Perspective when the world screams panic
e Discernment when lies sound like truth
e Compassion when love grows cold
e Endurance when pressure increases
e Hope thatcan’t be shaken
Because here’s what Scripture does make clear:

“By standing firm, you will win your souls.”
(Luke 21:19, NLT)

You were not born for fear. You were not chosen to merely survive the storm. You are part of
a Kingdom that will not be shaken (Hebrews 12:28).

Whether persecution intensifies or chaos swirls, whether the world collapses tomorrow or
decades from now — your calling remains: walk faithfully with Christ until the end.

Not with panic. Not with passivity. But with sober hope, holy clarity, and unshakable joy.

This is not a book of dogma. You will not find sensational predictions or denominational
agendas here. But you will find Scripture. And you will find Jesus — not as a distant figure to
rescue us from trouble, but as a present Shepherd to walk with us through it.
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You may be a solo Christian. You may be weary of church politics. You may be trying to
disentangle your faith from religious nationalism, fear-based religion, or spiritual abuse.

You're welcome here.

This is a survival guide for exiles, pilgrims, and those who still believe—barely, boldly, or
somewhere in between.

You don’t need perfect faith to begin. You just need to keep walking.
Let’s walk this out together.

“You must show endurance, so that after you have done God'’s will, you will receive
what he has promised.”
(Hebrews 10:36, NLT)
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Chapter 1 — When Systems Fail: Enduring Political
Upheaval with Kingdom Eyes

"Do not put your trust in powerful people; there is no help for you there."
(Psalm 146:3, NLT)

"When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when the wicked
are in power, they groan."
(Proverbs 29:2, NLT)

The world is not simply confused—it’s convulsing.

Political systems quake, leaders rise and fall, nations fracture, and citizens rage. The news
cycles spin endlessly, feeding anxiety, outrage, and despair. Every election feels like a life-
or-death crisis. The temptation to anchor our hearts in human rulers — or demonize our
opponents as ultimate threats — grows stronger with each passing storm.

But for believers, the question cuts deeper:
Where is our true citizenship anchored?

The Rise of Unstable Thrones

The political upheaval of our times is not unique in history — but it is uniquely disorienting
for those who have grown accustomed to peace and democratic stability. For many
believers, the last few decades offered a sense of order. Government, though flawed, felt
predictable. Rights felt secure. Institutions, though imperfect, still seemed to serve the
common good. Thatillusion is now unraveling.

Around the world, we are witnessing the rise of troubling patterns — not isolated events,
but a spiritual trend taking global shape:

e Authoritarian leaders who demand loyalty over truth.

e Christian Nationalist movements that baptize political power as divine will.
e Corrupt officials who exploit the vulnerable while enriching themselves.

e Cultural fragmentation that replaces shared civic life with tribal rage.

¢ Information chaos where lies spread faster than light, and facts feel optional.
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As Psalm 2 prophetically asks:

“Why are the nations so angry? Why do they waste their time with futile plans? The
kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot together against the Lord and
against his anointed one.”

(Psalm 2:1-2, NLT)

Power is nothing new. But when power masquerades as salvation — when the throne
becomes an idol— the soul of a nation begins to rot.

When Politics Becomes a False Religion

In the United States, as in many nations, politics has morphed into a kind of civic religion.
Its sighs and sacraments now mimic the sacred:

+ Rallies feel like revivals.

e Leaders are praised with messianic language.
e Opponents are not debated, but demonized.
« National symbols are treated as holy relics.
 Flags wave not in gratitude, but in worship.

The result is spiritual confusion. Some Christians mistake national strength for divine favor.
Others confuse defending a political party with defending the gospel itself. Still others,
disillusioned and angry, abandon hope altogether.

But Scripture does not permit such confusion.

“They trust in chariots and horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.”
(Psalm 20:7, NLT)

Chariots. Horses. Empires. Flags. Presidents. These are not our hope. They are tools,
temporary and often tainted by human sin. The Church was never meant to ride the beast
of political power. It was meant to carry a cross.

Why This Moment Matters Spiritually
This rise of unstable thrones is not merely a political shift. It is a test of allegiance.
The prophet Isaiah warned of this long ago:

“What sorrow awaits those who look to Egypt for help, trusting their horses, chariots,
and charioteers... They do not look to the Holy One of Israel or seek the Lord’s help.”
(Isaiah 31:1, NLT)
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Throughout history, God's people have always faced this question: Will we trust the
systems of men, or the sovereignty of God?

The temptation to compromise is subtle. Fear says, “We need strong rulers.” Pride
whispers, “We must protect our way of life.” But Jesus said clearly, “My Kingdom is not of
this world” (John 18:36, NLT). Any throne not built on Christ will eventually collapse.

And they are collapsing.
e Democracies are decaying into populist authoritarianism.
e Laws are rewritten to benefit the powerful.
e Leaders exploit religious language while ignoring the moral heart of Scripture.
e People are told that safety lies in submission — not to God, but to the state.

We are not the first to live through such times. The early Church thrived under Rome’s
brutal empire — not by seizing power, but by suffering faithfully, loving sacrificially, and
proclaiming a higher Lord.

The Danger of a Divided Church

Perhaps the most dangerous consequence of unstable thrones is what they do inside the
Body of Christ.

¢ Families torn apart by political allegiances.

e Churches split over cultural loyalties.

e Pastors afraid to preach truth for fear of losing donors or members.

e Believers tempted to trade the gospel of peace for the gospel of power.
This is not new — but it is urgent.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, writing in the shadow of Nazi Germany, saw this clearly:

“The Church has only one altar — the altar of the Almighty... before which no one

may kneel who is not prepared to sacrifice all else.””

Will we kneel at the altar of nationalism? Or will we kneel at the cross?

That question now defines our discipleship.
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The Ancient Pattern Repeats

The instability we see today is not new. It is ancient — painfully so. The unrest, deception,
and power-grabbing of our era are echoes of a story God’s people have lived through again
and again.

From Genesis to Revelation, Scripture tells the story of power corrupted, of leaders who
forget justice, and of a remnant called to remain faithful in the midst of moral collapse.

The prophets of Israel stood like torches in the dark — refusing to be silent when rulers
perverted righteousness for personal gain. Their words, still burning with relevance, expose
the same sins we now see in high places:

e Isaiah condemned those who “acquitted the guilty for a bribe but denied justice to
the innocent” (Isaiah 5:23, NLT).

e Amos thundered against leaders who “trampled the poor” and “built stone
mansions with money gained through extortion” (Amos 5:11, NLT).

¢ Micah mourned the officials who “twist justice, making it crooked,” and who “take
bribes and refuse justice to the innocent” (Micah 3:9-11, NLT).

These weren't isolated critiques. They were systemic rebukes — delivered to religious and
political leaders alike, who had confused power with righteousness and prosperity with
God's favor.

“You rulers make decisions based on bribes; you priests teach God'’s laws only for a
price; you prophets won’t prophesy unless you are paid. Yet all of you claim to
depend on the Lord.”

(Micah 3:11, NLT)

We see the same spirit today: leaders invoking God’s name while violating His ways.
Policies that serve the elite while neglecting the poor. Systems that uphold wealth and
weaponize religion. Propaganda dressed up as patriotism.

It’s not new. It’s ancient.

The False Hope of Earthly Thrones

The people of Israel often placed their hope in kings — some faithful, many not. After
centuries of judges, the people begged the prophet Samuel: “Give us a king to judge us like
all the other nations have” (1 Samuel 8:5, NLT). But in doing so, they were not just asking for
structure — they were rejecting God’s headship.
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God warned them: a king would exploit them. Tax them. Enslave their sons. Take their
daughters. Expand his own wealth while shrinking their freedom. And yet, the people still
cried out for a human ruler they could see and follow (1 Samuel 8:10-22).

This ancient longing — to be led by someone visible, powerful, and victorious — still haunts
the Church today. We may say we trust in Christ, but many still pin their hope on
presidents, judges, or charismatic leaders who promise to “restore greatness” or “take
back the nation.”

But no political throne can carry the weight of the Kingdom.

“Don’t put your confidence in powerful people; there is no help for you there. When
they breathe their last, they return to the earth, and all their plans die with them.”
(Psalm 146:3-4, NLT)

Faithfulness in the Midst of Failure
Throughout Scripture, the faithful are rarely in power — but they are always present.
o Joseph served within Egypt’s halls without bowing to Pharaoh’s gods.
e Daniel refused compromise in Babylon, even when threatened with lions.
o Esther risked her life to confront injustice in the palace.
e Elijah stood alone against a king who had sold out to idols.

Their courage was not born of cultural dominance, but of quiet, unwavering allegiance to
God.

God’s people have always lived within broken political systems — empires of injustice,
kingdoms of oppression, democracies in decline. But they were never called to place their
hope there. They were called to stand in the gap — to bear witness, to speak truth, to stay
clean while the world descends into moral ruin.

The pattern repeats:
Corruptionrises. Power seduces. The remnant endures.

And God is still on the throne.

The Temptation of Political Idolatry

When human rulers falter — when nations fracture and leaders disappoint — two
dangerous temptations rise in the heart of the believer:

10
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£} To believe that if we could just get the right person in power, everything would be
saved.

F) To sinkinto despair, assuming that because the wrong person is in power, God
has somehow lost control.

Both are lies.

We may not carve golden statues like ancient Israel, but political idolatry is alive and well in
the modern world — and especially in the Church. It is more subtle than outright worship. It
is the misplaced belief that salvation, security, or justice can ultimately be delivered
through earthly power.

Charles Spurgeon, preaching in an age of war and tyranny, gave this needed rebuke:

“Do not sit down and fret because wicked men rule the nations. God rules them
Still.”?

Scripture agrees. We are warned not to idolize or demonize rulers — but to see them
rightly: as temporary stewards, often flawed, always accountable to God.

“He controls the course of world events; he removes kings and sets up other kings.”
(Daniel 2:21, NLT)

This doesn't mean God endorses every ruler. It means that no ruler escapes His
sovereignty. Political chaos never shocks heaven. The throne of God is not up for
reelection.

The False Hope of Political Messiahs
The Church has always been vulnerable to the myth of the political savior.

Whether ancient Israel demanding a king (1 Samuel 8), or crowds in Jesus’ day expecting
Him to overthrow Rome (John 6:15), God's people have often hoped that human power
would achieve divine purposes — quickly, visibly, and forcefully.

Today'’s believers are notimmune. Christian Nationalist rhetoric often claims that one
party, one policy, one president, or one election will “save” the nation — as if the gospel’s
power hinges on electoral victories or legal mandates.

But Scripture cuts through the noise:

“All the nations of the world are nothing to him. In his eyes they count for less than
nothing—mere emptiness and froth.”
(Isaiah 40:17, NLT)

11
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And again:

“All nations are but a drop in the bucket to him. He picks up the whole earth as
though it were a grain of sand.”
(Isaiah 40:15, NLT)

The rise and fall of presidents, parliaments, and platforms are real — but they are not
ultimate.

When Despair Becomes a Form of Doubt

Just as dangerous as idolizing leaders is believing that their corruption means God has
abandoned His people.

Despair whispers: The wicked are winning. There’s no justice. God must have stepped
aside.

But despair is not a fruit of the Spirit — it is a crisis of trust.

Yes, Scripture is honest: the wicked often prosper for a season. Psalm 73 wrestles with this
tension, confessing, “l envied the proud when | saw them prosper despite their
wickedness” (Psalm 73:3, NLT). But the psalmist’s turning point comes when he enters
God'’s presence and sees things from heaven’s perspective: “Then | understood their
destiny.” (Psalm 73:17, NLT)

God is never outmaneuvered. He is patient, but not passive. The wheels of His justice may
turn slowly by human measure — but they turn with perfect precision.

As A.W. Tozer reminded the Church in times of global instability:

“While it looks like things are out of control, behind the scenes there is a God who
hasn’t surrendered His authority.”3

Hold the Line Between Loyalty and Worship

There is nothing wrong with caring deeply about politics. Scripture commands us to seek
justice, defend the vulnerable, and participate in public life as salt and light (Matthew 5:13-
16). But there is everything wrong with confusing loyalty with worship, or assuming that
righteousness can be legislated into the heart of a nation.

Governments matter — but they are not the gospel. Presidents matter — but they are not
your shepherd. Policies matter — but they are not your salvation.

12
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Only One is worthy to carry the weight of your trust.
Only One has triumphed over every throne, power, and principality.
Only One reigns forever.

And He was crucified, not crowned.

God’s Kingdom Is Not Shaken

While earthly leaders rise and fall, while empires boast and collapse, God’s Kingdom
stands unshaken — not just symbolically, but eternally.

“The Lord reigns forever. He will be your God, O Jerusalem, throughout the
generations.”

(Psalm 146:10, NLT)

“The government will rest on His shoulders.”

(Isaiah 9:6, NLT)

“His Kingdom will never end.”

(Luke 1:33, NLT)

In a world addicted to control and obsessed with the news cycle, these truths act like
anchors. They don’t call us to retreat from engagement, but to return to sanity — to realign
our hearts with the only throne that cannot be toppled.

This is not escapism.
This is clarity.

The Myth of Control vs. the Peace of Christ

The world does not need Christians who hide from political realities. It needs believers who
engage with discernment, justice, and mercy — but who refuse to make politics their
God.

When our peace rises and falls with election results, when our joy is dictated by court
rulings, when our hope hinges on policy — we are no longer living in the Kingdom of God.
We are operating in the realm of idolatry.

When our peace, hope and clarity of purpose is tied to who holds office, we have already
begun serving the wrong kingdom.

Jesus is not up for re-election.
His rule is not vulnerable to polling data.
His purposes are not thwarted by the schemes of men.

13
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“He is the King of kings and Lord of all lords.”
(Revelation 19:16, NLT)

And His peace is unlike anything this world offers.

“l am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift
the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.”
(John 14:27, NLT)

This is the internal fortress of the believer.
This is the spiritual clarity we desperately need.

The Kingdom That Can Never Be Shaken
Hebrews describes it with power:

“Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please
God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe.”
(Hebrews 12:28, NLT)

Governments will fall.
Ideologies will burn out.
Even nations will pass away.

But the Kingdom of God endures.

And while that Kingdom is not yet fully revealed, it is already present — in every act of
mercy, in every decision for righteousness, in every heart yielded to the Spirit of Christ.

A.W. Tozer captured this reality when he wrote:

“While it looks like things are out of control, behind the scenes there is a God who
hasn’t surrendered His authority.”*

The Church does not thrive by taking power.
It thrives by remembering who holds all power.

Where Our True Citizenship Lies

As exiles, pilgrims, and ambassadors of Christ, we must remember where we belong — not
justin theory, but in how we live, speak, and suffer. In a world where identities fracture into
factions and allegiances are fiercely demanded, believers are called to live with a clarity
that transcends borders and ballots:

14
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“We are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly
waiting for him to return as our Savior.”
(Philippians 3:20, NLT)

This is not an abstract idea for theologians or mystics — it is a revolutionary identity for

every believer.

To claim heaven as our true citizenship is to say:

Our highest loyalty is to Christ, not to country, party, or movement.

Our behavior is shaped by the values of His Kingdom, not the mood of our
culture.

Our hope rests not in national security or economic prosperity, but in the
unshakable reign of Jesus.

This doesn’t mean withdrawing from the world — it means walking through it differently.
Our citizenship is both an anchor and a compass: it grounds us in unchanging truth, and it
guides us through changing times.

A Present Orientation, Not Just a Future Hope

Some treat heavenly citizenship as a future passport — something we’ll activate when we
die or when Christ returns. But Paul writes in the present tense: “We are citizens of

heaven.”

That identity is meant to shape the now.

15

It affects how we vote — not out of fear or self-interest, but with justice, humility,
and love for our neighbor.

It affects how we speak — resisting slander and outrage culture in favor of truth
spokenin grace.

It affects how we respond to injustice — not as passive bystanders or enraged
activists, but as peacemakers who seek justice through the Spirit.

It affects how we endure hardship — not as victims of the times, but as witnesses
of a coming Kingdom.

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a
new person by changing the way you think.”
(Romans 12:2, NLT)
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The Early Church Got This Right

The early Church was a political anomaly — a community without earthly power but with
undeniable spiritual authority. They lived within Roman cities, submitted to local laws
where possible, and honored governing officials (Romans 13:1-7). But when those laws
contradicted Christ’s commands, they chose the cross over compromise.

Their radical allegiance to Jesus made them both confusing and compelling to the world
around them. They didn’t riot, but neither did they retreat. They didn’t rage, but they also
didn’t remain silentin the face of injustice or idolatry.

They:
¢ Rescued abandoned infants from Roman trash heaps.
e Cared for plague victims when others fled.
e Honored marriage in a culture of sexual exploitation.
e Forgave their enemies as they were martyred in arenas.

They were misunderstood and persecuted — not because they were political activists, but
because their loyalty to Christ made them ungovernable by the world’s idols.

As Tertullian famously wrote:
“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”®

What the World Needs Now

The world today does not need a Church that blends in with its political factions, nor one
that hides in fear. It needs a Church that remembers whose itis.

e A Church that stands firm when powers shake.
¢ A Church that loves without compromise.
e A Church that serves the King who rides a donkey, not a warhorse.

e A Church that doesn’t panic when empires tremble — because its citizenship isin
a Kingdom that cannot be shaken.

Let Caesar do what Caesar does.
Let kingdoms rise and fall.

We belong to a greater King.

16
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Living Wisely in the Midst of Corruption

God never calls His people to turn a blind eye to injustice. Nor does He call us to withdraw
into silence, cynicism, or self-protection. We are not permitted to shrug off corruption
simply because it is common. Instead, we are called to walk a narrow road — one that
rejects both passivity and partisanship, one that refuses to mirror the hostility of the age,
and yet refuses to go quiet in the face of evil.

The wisdom of Scripture equips us to live well even in a decaying world. But we must learn
how to engage differently:

e With humility, knowing no earthly system, party, or policy can fully reflect God's
justice or righteousness. Even the best efforts of man are limited and flawed. We
engage not from a place of superiority, but as servants — aware of our own need for
grace.

e With discernment, recognizing the manipulative power of fear, outrage, and
tribalism. In a media landscape that profits from division, Christians must resist
becoming pawns in culture wars or echo chambers. Discernment demands we stay
rooted in God’s Word and attentive to His Spirit.

e« With courage, speaking truth even when it costs us relationships, platforms, or
safety. Biblical justice is not about aligning with one side — it’s about aligning with
Christ, even when that means critique of all sides.

¢ With mercy, loving both neighbor and enemy, defending the vulnerable, and
forgiving the wrongdoer — while refusing to water down the truth of the gospel or
justify sin under the guise of “unity.”

This is not a passive stance. Itis a prophetic posture — faithful to God, grounded in love,
resistant to manipulation.

Exile Wisdom for a Corrupt World

When the people of God were sent into exile — stripped of power, scattered among pagan
nations, and ruled by unjust authorities — God did not say: Withdraw. Rebel. Hide. He gave
them a surprising command through the prophet Jeremiah:

“Work for the peace and prosperity of the city where | sent you into exile. Pray to the
Lord for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.”
(Jeremiah 29:7, NLT)

Even in Babylon — a symbol of spiritual rebellion and political oppression — God’s people
were called to bless, serve, and intercede.

17
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This is still our calling today.

Even when political systems are broken, when leaders are unjust, when laws are imperfect
— we are still called to seek the welfare of our communities. We don’t do this by selling
out or staying silent, but by reflecting God’s character in how we live, vote, speak, and
serve.

We do not mirror Babylon.
We live as citizens of another Kingdom — visibly different, sacrificially loving, unshaken in
hope.

Wisdom Doesn’t Mean Silence — It Means Spirit-Led Action

There is a difference between being wise and being passive. Biblical wisdom is never
passive. Itis not compromise. It is not neutrality disguised as peacekeeping.

Wisdom calls for action — but it is action led by the Spirit, not driven by rage.

“But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace-loving, gentle at all
times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. It
shows no favoritism and is always sincere.”

(James 3:17, NLT)

This kind of wisdom is rare. It’s costly. It doesn’t go viral. But it is transformative. In an age
where everyone is shouting, wise living stands out. It offers a quiet courage, a rootedness in
truth, and a gentleness that disarms hostility without compromising integrity.

A Church That Cannot Be Bought or Bullied

The world needs a Church that cannot be co-opted by political agendas. A Church that is:
e Too humble to seek dominance,
e Too faithful to remain silent,
¢ Too merciful to participate in cruelty,
e Too holy to bow to culture,
e Andtoo wise to be deceived.

Living wisely during corruption doesn’t mean we retreat. It means we rise — differently,
intentionally, and with the aroma of Christ.

“Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.”
(Romans 12:21, NLT)
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This is how the remnant endures.
Not by winning power, but by walking in wisdom.

Why God Allows Corrupt Leaders

One of the most difficult and recurring questions among believers — especially in times of
political and moral decline — is this:

Why does God allow wicked leaders to rule?

When rulers lie, oppress, and abuse power...
When justice is twisted for profit...
When godless men and women rise to the highest seats of influence...

It can feel like God is absent. Silent. Powerless. Or worse, indifferent.

But Scripture gives several sober and sobering answers — not to excuse injustice, but to
explain how it fits within a divine story that we cannot always see in the moment.

1. To Expose the Hearts of the People

“Remember how the Lord your God led you through the wilderness for these forty
years, humbling you and testing you to prove your character, and to find out whether
or not you would obey his commands.”

(Deuteronomy 8:2, NLT)

Sometimes God allows oppressive leadership as a kind of spiritual mirror. Corrupt rulers do
not only reveal themselves — they reveal us. How easily we trade integrity for safety. How
quickly we accept cruelty if it benefits our tribe. How many are willing to worship power if it
promises prosperity.

Tyranny, in this way, becomes a test — not just of national policy, but of personal
allegiance. Will we follow God even when it costs? Will we speak the truth even when it’s
unpopular?

2. To Judge Rebellious Nations

“l will make boys their leaders, and toddlers their rulers. People will oppress each
other— man against man, neighbor against neighbor.”
(Isaiah 3:4-5, NLT)

When nations turn their backs on God’s ways — embracing violence, greed, pride, and
injustice — Scripture shows that one form of judgment is the removal of wise leadership.
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In other words, sometimes a corrupt ruler is not the cause of judgment but the symptom.
When truth is mocked and the vulnerable are crushed, God may give people what they’ve
chosen —to let them feel the full weight of their misplaced trust in human strength.

This is terrifying. But it is also merciful, if it drives us to repentance.

3. To Call His People Back to Dependence

“At times | might shut up the heavens so that no rain falls... or send plagues among
my people. Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face... | will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and
restore their land.”

(2 Chronicles 7:13-14, NLT)

Crisis has a way of breaking illusions. When the systems we trust begin to fail, when our
hopes in political leaders fades to dissapointment, when the world shakes — God calls His
people not to panic, but to return.

Corrupt leaders may be used by God to strip away our idols, revealing how much we’ve
relied on human thrones instead of heaven’s King.

Repentance isn’t just for individuals. It’s for communities, churches, and even nations who
remember where true healing begins.

4. To Demonstrate His Power to Preserve the Righteous

“Eventually, a new king came to power in Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph...
But the more the Egyptians oppressed them, the more the Israelites multiplied and
spread.”

(Exodus 1:8, 12, NLT)

God'’s people have often flourished not in seasons of comfort, but under the shadow of
corrupt empires. From Egypt to Babylon to Rome, God has repeatedly demonstrated His
ability to sustain, protect, and grow His people — even under unjust rule.

This does not negate the pain of oppression. But it reminds us that evil cannot stop the
hand of God. His faithfulness is not dependent on favorable circumstances. And His
promises are not cancelled by wicked leaders.

We Are Not Powerless

None of these reasons minimize the suffering caused by bad rulers. Scripture does not ask
us to pretend all is well or to sit quietly while injustice multiplies. But it does ask us to
remember that nothing happens outside God's sovereign plan.
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»

“He controls the course of world events; he removes kings and sets up other kings.
(Daniel 2:21, NLT)

Even when evil seems unchecked — even when leaders oppress the righteous and mock
what is holy — we are called to resist despair, not truth.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who resisted Hitler at great cost, put it bluntly:
“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil. God will not hold us guiltless.”®

We are not called to endorse wickedness.
But neither are we called to collapse in defeat.

We are called to stand — not with blind nationalism, but with open-eyed faith. Not with
hatred, but with courage. Not with fear, but with holy fire.

This is how light breaks through.
This is how a remnant endures.
The Groaning and the Promise

Political upheaval will not disappear until Christ returns. As painful as that may be to
admit, Scripture is unflinchingly honest about what the last days will look like:

)

“Nations will go to war against nations, and kingdom against kingdom.’
(Matthew 24:7, NLT)

These aren’t just geopolitical shifts — they are birth pains. Convulsions. Warnings and
whispers of a world in transition, a creation crying out for the redemption it was promised.

We live in the tension between groaning and glory. Between what is and what will be. And

that tension is not a failure of faith — it is the very context of faithful living.

“We believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of
future glory.”
(Romans 8:23, NLT)

To live as a Christian in a broken world is to feel this ache. We see injustice reign in high
places. We hear truth mocked and the innocent trampled. And still, we are told to stand —
not because the world is improving, but because the King is coming.

When All Knees Bow

Scripture does not leave the story unfinished.

21



The Beleaguered Believer's Survival Guide To The End Times

It ends with a promise — not of reform, but of reign. Not of slow political progress, but of a
dramatic, world-altering return.

“At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth.”
(Philippians 2:10, NLT)

Every king.
Every president.
Every dictator and CEO and prime minister.

No one will be exempt. The proud will fall. The unjust will face judgment. The faithful will be
vindicated. And Jesus — once crucified, now risen — will reign in undeniable majesty.

This is not mythology. It is our living hope.

Until that day, we do not live with naive optimism or fatalistic despair.
We live with steady-eyed confidence.

Faithful Engagement Without Idolatry

We engage the political world. We vote. We advocate. We speak truth to power. But we do
so as exiles, not as empire-builders.

e We are not enslaved to elections.

e We do not place our hope in courts or candidates.
e We do not panic when our side loses.

e We do not gloat when our side wins.

Why?

Because our King is not up for re-election.

“The Lord will reign forever. He will be your God... throughout the generations.”
(Psalm 146:10, NLT)

This Kingdom does not rise or fall with the news cycle. Itis not subject to approval ratings. It
cannot be filibustered, co-opted, canceled, or bought.

This is why we can live free — free from fear, free from political addiction, free from the
need to manipulate or rage.

Holding Tension with Hope

Itis possible — and necessary — to hold this dual tension:
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e To groan with creation over the injustice of this present age,
e Andtorejoice in the promise of the age to come.

The Church loses its power when it forgets either side of that truth.

If we ignore the groaning, we become detached — silent in the face of suffering, irrelevant
to those seeking justice.

If we forget the promise, we become consumed — anxious, angry, hopeless in the face of
corruption.

But when we hold both, we reflect Christ — the One who wept over Jerusalem even as He
walked toward the cross. The One who grieved the pain of the world while preparing to
redeem it.

Our Hope Stands Unshaken

So let it be said of us:

e Qurhope does not swing with elections.
e Qurpeace does not depend on policies.
e Qurjoyis not shaken by headlines.

e Qurallegiance is not for sale.

e OurKingis not up for re-election.

He reigns. And He is returning.

Until then, we endure.
We labor in love.

We speak with courage.
We walk in peace.

Because the groaning will give way to glory.
And the promise still holds.
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Workbook: Enduring Political Upheaval with Kingdom Eyes

Journaling Prompts for Reflection

Where Am | Anchoring My Hope?

e When I feel frustrated or fearful about politics, where do | tend to place my trust?
Government? Leaders? News? Movements? Myself?

e How does Psalm 146:3-5 challenge or comfort me in this?

e When hope seems fragile, how can | re-anchor myself in the eternal throne of
Christ?

The Temptation to Idolize or Demonize

e Have |l evertreated a political leader, party, or nation as a kind of “savior”?
e Have |l given into despair or hatred when human rulers fail?
e Where do | need to confess misplaced loyalty or prideful certainty?

¢ Whatwould it look like to honor people without idolizing them — or opposing others
without dehumanizing them?

Witness in a Divided World

e What conversations or relationships have become tense or broken over politics?
e How might | reflect Micah 6:8 (act justly, love mercy, walk humbly) in those spaces?
e Whatdoes it mean to be known more for Christlikeness than for political allegiance?

Spiritual Discernment in the News Cycle

e Where do | sense my emotions being manipulated by media (either fear or rage)?

¢ How can | practice more discernment when engaging with news, social media, or
political commentary?

o Whatfilters (Scripture, prayer, wise counsel) help me distinguish truth from
manipulation?

Scripture Engagement Exercises

Exercise 1: The Throne That Cannot Be Shaken
Read Psalm 46:1-11 slowly each morning for one week.

e Circle or underline every phrase that declares God’s rule or sovereignty.
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¢ Write 1-2 sentences each day answering: What does this remind me about God’s

authority in unstable times?

Exercise 2: The Warning Against Trusting Princes
Read Isaiah 31:1 and Proverbs 29:2 aloud.

e Journal: What are the dangers of trusting human power? What happens when the
righteous govern? What happens when the wicked rule?

o Reflect: Where do | see these truths playing out in today’s world or in my own

experience?

Exercise 3: Prayer for Leaders (Even Those We Disagree With)
Read 7 Timothy 2:1-4.

e Each day, write the names of 2-3 leaders (local, national, or global) and pray for

them.

e Ask God to guide them toward justice and righteousness — even if you oppose their

policies.
o Reflect: What does praying for them stir in me — resistance, peace, discomfort,
hope?
Practical Application: Daily Practices for Endurance

Daily News Check Limit

e Limit news consumption to no more than 15-30 minutes per day.

e Afterward, pause for 60 seconds of silence, breathing this prayer:
"Lord, You are King over all. My peace rests in You."

Speak Less, Listen More
¢ In political conversations this week, commit to ask more questions than you give

opinions.
e Practice James 1:19 — “quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to get angry.”

o Reflect: How can | be curious rather than combative, empathetic rather than

reactive?

Practice Radical Neighboring
¢ I|dentify one person with different political views whom you can serve or bless in a

simple way.
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o Write their name here:

e Action step:

o Reflect: How does this act mirror the heart of Christ toward His enemies — even
toward me?

Scripture Memory Challenge

Memorize Psalm 146:3-5 (NLT):

“Don’t put your confidence in powerful people;

there is no help for you there.

When they breathe their last, they return to the earth,

and all their plans die with them.

But joyful are those who have the God of Israel as their helper,
whose hope is in the Lord their God.”

e Write the verse out by hand once each day.
e Recite it aloud when tempted toward political despair or anger.

e Useittoresetyourinner compass when the news overwhelms you.

Closing Prayer Exercise

Before you begin, sit in silence for 1-2 minutes.
Invite the Holy Spirit to show you where you've been ruled by fear, pride, or misplaced hope.
Then pray slowly and honestly:

“Father in heaven, holy is Your name.

You are sovereign over every nation, every leader, every system — seen and unseen.
You reign with justice and mercy, and no throne on earth canrival Yours.

Let Your Kingdom come. Let Your will be done

in my life, in my city, in my country — just as itis in heaven.

Where I’ve chased the illusion of political saviors, redirect my loyalty to You.
Align my heart with Your purposes, not just my preferences.

Give me today what | truly need.

Steady me where I've been ruled by fear.

Fill me with courage where I’ve grown weary.

Feed me with peace that does not depend on outcomes | can’t control.

Forgive me, Lord,
for placing my hope in man instead of in You.
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For the angry words, the self-righteous judgments, the silent complicity.
As You forgive me, teach me to forgive others —

even those in power who abuse it,

and those around me who see the world differently.

Lead me away from temptation.

Guard my heart from despair, pride, and division.

Deliver me from the grip of fear, false hope, and spiritual numbness.

Let me walk not as a citizen of this world but as a living witness of Your Kingdom.

For Yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
In the name of Jesus — my King, my peace, my anchor —
Amen.”’

What Comes Next
This first chapter is only the beginning.

The Beleaguered Believer’s Guide to Surviving the End Times is a soul-anchoring journey through the real
pressures believers face in an age of upheaval — not through fear, but through faithfulness.

In the full guide, you’ll explore:

¢ How to endure economic collapse with Kingdom simplicity and trust

* How to hold compassion when the world is driven by rage and division

* How to find strength when personal suffering feels unbearable

* How to live clean in Babylon, refusing the quiet compromises of culture

* How to discern truth in an age of lies, spin, and spiritual confusion

* How to prepare your heart — not with panic, but with holy readiness

¢ And how to live for a Kingdom that cannot be shaken, no matter what collapses

Each chapter includes practical wisdom, journaling prompts, Scripture meditations, memory verses, and
prayers to help you stand firm — one faithful day at a time.

The Full Book Releases September 1
Available on Amazon Kindle and other platforms. Follow us on Facebook at #FaithOverFactions or
https://faithoverfactions.com for release details.

Walk the rest of the road with us. You were born for this hour.
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